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Minor raped, culprit escapes

A youth of Madhumalla VDC-4 of Morang district has escaped after raping a 6-year-old Dalit girl.

According to the father of the victim, Lal Bahadur Biswokarma, Sunil Shrestha, 19, raped his daughter Ganga Maya Biswokarma, on 17 July 2006. Biswokarma said Shrestha raped her when she was alone at home. The Area Police Office of Urlabari also confirmed that the minor was raped when all her family members were out in the fields. 

The victim is receiving treatment at Koshi Zonal Hospital. Doctors have said her condition is gradually improving. Shrestha is still at large and police continue to search for him. 



21 dead, 9 missing as mudslide destroys village

The incessant downpour of 14 July swept away twelve houses and four cowsheds at Dangsingh VDC-9 of Kaski district. The landslide occurred at Nepane village and destroyed the houses of 30 Dalits and indigenous people of the area. Acting Chief District Officer of Kaski, Badri Nath Ghimire, said security forces have been deployed for emergency assistance. Even the Paribartan Brigade of the CPN Maoists has been helping the victims.

As many as seven Dalit villagers were killed by the mudslide. Those killed include Jas Bahadur BK, 65 along with his five family members, including his wife Dilmati BK, 60, and son Jag Bahadur BK, 46. Jasbir BK, along with another member of his family, was also killed by the landslide. Padam Bahadur Pun said the mudslide also killed four buffaloes, a horse, hundreds of chickens, six rabbits and others. Eyewitnesses said they saw belongings including bodies drifting in the Modi River, which converges with the Bhurungdi River. The landslide killed all the family members of four households, while only one member of two households managed to escape the disaster.

Many organizations including CPN Maoists Kaski district committee, CPN UML Kaski, Pokhara City Committee of UML, Dalit Development Committee, Utpidit Jatiye Mukti Samaj (Dalit Liberation Society) and Nepal Trekking, Travels, Rafting Workers Union have expressed sorrow over the incident. The Nepal Police, Armed Police Force, Nepali Army, CPN Maoists cadres and locals were involved in rescue efforts.

Present Situation for Mudslide Victims
Members of the 22 households, including 19 families from the Dalit community, have been taking shelter at the local Bhagawati Secondary School. Khem Raj Sapkota, an officer with Nepal Red Cross Society, has appealed to the government to locate a safer place for them to live. Similarly, the locals have also demanded that the government provide food and shelter to the victims.

Due to the steep geographical location and the risk posed by the Bhurungdi River, the searches for the missing have been stalled. The security forces have returned on last Monday evening.

The local hydropower project has been affected by the landslide - pipes, wires and poles of the project, have also been damaged. The landslide that emanated from some two kilometers above the area has washed away some 40 ropanis of arable land, a local Deu Bahadur Pun said.



Dalit woman thrashed in Baglung

Deumati Darjee, 60, of Dhamja VDC-7 of Baglung district suffered a fracture on her right hand after the local youth Durga Bahadur GC thrashed her on 5 July 2006.

Durga Bahadur GC, 22, and Darjee’s daughter Seti Pariyar had a love affair. GC impregnated Seti and then deserted her. A case was filed at the Baglung district court of and the court ordered them to submit DNA tests of all three—Seti Pariyar, her 11-month-old child, and GC. 

The non-Dalit members of the community pressured Pariyar to withdraw the writ she filed at the district court on 13 May 2006, which demanded her rights from GC. The locals even forced the Dalit family to leave the village and they have been taking refuge at the district headquarters. 

Pariyar had appealed for help during a press conference organised on 22 May at the district headquarters. She has also filed an application at the District Police Office demanding security for her family. 

“How dare you low-caste people eye at our Chhetri family? We will throw you out even from our locality,” victim Deumati Darjee quoted GC as saying.

She got her fractured hand put in a cast with the help from the Jagaran Media Center district representative.

The Dalit community has demanded that the concerned authorities take severe action against the culprit and their accomplices. 



Shaileswori temple still pad-locked

Dalits have been restricted from worshiping at the Shaileswori temple situated at Silgadi, Doti district. The temple is considered the main temple of the far-western development region. 

The attitude towards Dalits of people living in the most developed parts of the region—headquarters of Doti and Kailali—has not yet changed. 

The Shaileswori temple was pad-locked after conflict arose some five months ago when the Dalit communities tried to enter the temple to worship. 

The Dalit communities tried to enter the temple on the occasion of 41st International Day Against Racial Discrimination. 

The Shaileswori Development Committee decided to close the temple after a meeting of people from 12 villages where it was argued that the temple was not public property but owned by a trust. They have decided not to open the temple unless the conflict is resolved. The priest of the temple filed a complaint against six locals claiming that they had disturbed the worship at the temple.

Dozens of Dalit organizations of the far West have already entered almost all of the temples situated in the region, but the local Dalits still cannot worship at these temples freely like the other members of the society.

Even the team led by former chairman of National Dalit Commission, Padma Singh Biswokarma, from Kathmandu was not allowed to enter the main place of the temple for worshipping. The local administration barred the local Dalits from entering the temple on their second attempt to worship during the Dashain festival.

Nepal is heading towards a democratic republic, but many parts of the nation are still gripped by inhumane and anti-democratic activities. This act of discrimination would not lead the nation towards prosperity. 

The state should unlock the Shaileswori temple and let oppressed Dalits worship in order to restore community harmony during this critical transition period. Local Dalits are also concerned about the stance of the CPN Maoists, who have not spoken about this important case. 



 Dalit Attacked with axe

Mane Thapa attacked Bal Bahadur Sarki of Khairana, Malakheti VDC-9 in Kailali district after they argued over the issue of directing rainwater towards their fields.

Thapa also verbally abused Sarki on 11 July when Sarki was directing rainwater towards his field. “You cannot take the rainwater to your field,” Sarki quoted Thapa as saying. He added that Thapa had thrashed him during the debate and later attacked him with an axe. With the help of locals, Sarki’s wife Padma Devi Sarki filed a complaint at the local police post. 

“The police are not taking the issue positively (seriously) and therefore we appeal the other concerned authorities for help,” Padma Devi said. In addition, she is also seeking help from Regional Dalit Network (RDN) Nepal. The RDN is preparing to file a writ petition after analyzing the incident. 
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